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Canadian author John Schlarbaum’s new book, Music Virgin No More – Confessions Of A Young 

Record Collector (1979 – 1982), takes readers back 40+ years to a golden age of Top 40 AM Radio. 

 

While it’s doubtful many can recall what their favourite song, album, or group was on their birthday 

in 1981, Schlarbaum can and with the utmost certainty. He can even confirm what was playing on 

his turntable the week ending Saturday, March 21, 1981 – his 15th birthday. His secret? By looking at 

Chart #31 of the 106 weekly music charts he created alone in his bedroom – for his eyes only – on a 

portable Smith Corona typewriter between August 1980 and August 1982, a period still dominating 

80’s radio stations and personal playlists today! 

 

‚These one-of-a-kind charts are as significant to me as re-reading a diary decades later,‛ Schlarbaum 

admits proudly. ‚They are like a time machine – every page evokes fond memories of a simpler 

world during a vibrant period in music history.‛ 

 

The charts reflect the author’s personal journey as a young record collector starting earnestly in 1979 

and into the early 1980s. They chronicle an era that can be viewed week-to-week in real time 

through Top 15 Singles, Top 10 Albums, and Top 15 Groups rankings, music that became the 

soundtrack to the author's life as he entered high school in 1980 and beyond. 

 

‚The book is a companion piece to the Music Virgins No More podcast that I co-host with sound 

engineer Jason Cabanaw,‛ Schlarbaum states. ‚A few years ago, I revealed the existence of my 

‘secret’ charts to Jason, who is 20 years younger. His take on 1980’s music was ‘a wasteland of drum 

machines and synthesizers.’ However, I tried to convince him otherwise, saying, ‘No, you have to 

listen to this song!’ Each show we review a chart, spotlight songs and artists, and then debate the 

merits of the music that became an important part of my generation.‛ 

 

Music Virgin No More is filled with endearing reflections of growing up in a small town, interesting 

facts about songs, albums, and bands, as well as comparisons of local radio and national charts. The 

author highlights the continuing influence that music has on our lives, and it will certainly bring joy 

to vinyl enthusiasts, especially those who experienced the early Eighties. 

 

‚It is a part memoir, part music history reference book, but mostly a fun and easy way for readers to 

relive or discover a period of music that has stood the test of time,‛ Schlarbaum says. 

 

Available in trade paperback at: www.johnschlarbaum.com, Amazon, and select area bookstores 

listed on the website. 

 

For more information, review copies, or interview requests, please contact: 

 

john@scannerpublishing.com 

www.johnschlarbaum.com – view the actual charts on the Podcast page 

519-987-3625 
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